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SUB J : LIVING CONDITIONS IN CAMBODIAN REFUGEE CAMPS IN THAILAND 
REF: A. STATE 243275; B. BANGKOK 82016 

1. GENERAL: LIVING CONDITIONS OF CAMBODIAN REFUGEES IN CAMPS ARE 
POOR. FOOD IS INADEQUATE, HOUSING IS SERIOUSLY CROWDED, DISEASE 
IS WIDESPREAD AND REFUGEES ARE BILKED BY THAI OFFICIALS. 

FROM REFT IGEEF.S PAROLED OUT OF ARANYAPRATHET AND KLONG YAI 
(CHANTABURI) (LATTER ALSO KNOWN AS PONG NAM RON), U.S. ARMY 
SPECIAL FORCES MEDICS AT UTAPAO REPORT QUOTE ABNORMALLY HIGH 
INCIDENCE UNQUOTE OF TUBERCULOSIS. ABOUT 70 PERCENT OF CAMP 
POPULATION AT PONG NAM RON SUFFER FROM MALARIA. MEDICINE AND 
TREATMENT FACILITIES AT CAMPS GENERALLY LIMITED OR LACKING. THAI 
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DOCTOR HAS ESTIMATED INCIDENCE OF MALNUTRITION AT ALL CAMPS 
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(INCLUDING MEO, LAO, KHMER AND VIETNAMESE) AS 70 PERCENT OVER- 
ALL, AND INADEQUACY OF FOOD RATIONS IS FREQUENT COMPLAINT FROM 
REFUGEES AT SEVERAL CAMBODIAN CAMPS. 

2. REFUGEE CLOTHING AT SOME CAMPS, ESPECIALLY CHANTABURI, IS 
SPARSE AND IN POOR CONDITION. CLOTHING IS NOT PROVIDED BY THAI 
AUTHORITIES, BUT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS CONTINUE TO 
DISTRIBUTE SOME CLOTHING, FOOD, MEDICINE, AND BUILDING 
MATERIALS WHICH HELPS ALLEVIATE CONDITIONS. NEITHER 
SCHOOLS, BOOKS, NOR RECREATIONAL FACILITIES ARE PROVIDED 
FOR REFUGEES. COMPLAINTS OF MOLESTATION OF REFUGEE 
WOMEN BY THAI GUARDS HAVE BEEN VOICED AT CAMPS AT KLONG 
YAI (TRAD), ARANYAPRATHET, AND CHANTABURI. CORRUPTION 

IS REPORTED AMONG THAI OFFICIALS AT SEVERAL CAMPS AS 
WELL. IN SUMMARY, CONDITIONS ARE GENERALLY POOR BY ANY 
STANDARD; HOWEVER, THERE HAS BEEN NEITHER STARVATION NOR 
WIDESPREAD DEATHS FROM DISEASE IN THE KHMER CAMPS. 

3. IN CHANTABURI PROVINCE, WHERE 3,733 REFUGEES LIVE 

IN TWO CAMPS, GOVERNOR REGARDS REFUGEES AS UNWANTED 
BURDEN AND ALLOWS THEFT BY CAMP OFFICIALS OF MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES, FOOD AND OTHER ITEMS SUPPLIED BY VOLAGS. LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES EXACT BRIBES FROM REFUGEES DESIRING TO LEAVE 
CAMP TEMPORARILY TO COME TO BANGKOK TO MAKE VISA APPLI- 
CATIONS OR TO WORK IN THE FIELDS FOR 50 CENTS PER DAY. 

END RESULT IS WORST CAMP CONDITIONS OF THOSE INHABITED 
BY CAMBODIANS. AT PONG NAM RON, ON AUGUST 16 THIRTEEN 
UNARMED CAMBODIAN REFUGEES IN THE CAMP DIED WHEN 
THAI AUTHORITIES FIRED INTO A CROWD WHICH WAS PROTESTING 
INADEQUATE RICE RATIONS AND MOLESTATION OF WOMEN 
REFUGEES. AT THE SAME CAMP, APPROXIMATELY 1,800 REFUGEES 
WHO ARRIVED IN THAILAND AUGUST 26 WERE STILL LIVING 
ON THE GROUND AS OF OCTOBER 14, THESE REFUGEES HAVE 
RIGGED BITS OF PLASTIC, BLANKETS, AND CLOTH TO GIVE SOME 
PROTECTION FROM FREQUENT RAIN. LOCAL GOVERNOR STATES 
POOR CAMP CONDITIONS ARE DUE TO OFFICIAL THAI POLICY, 

WHICH IS TO REPATRIATE CAMBODIANS AS SOON AS SITUATION 
PERMITS. HE FURTHER STATED THAT FOR THIS REASON LONG-TERM 
PLANNING AND BUDGETING FOR CONSTRUCTION OF PERMANENT SHELTERS 
IS HELD IN ABEYANCE. (EMBASSY COMMENT: RTG IS PLANNING 
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PERMANENT RELOCATION CENTERS AS REALIZATION GROWS 
THAT NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES NOT HOSPITABLE TO REFUGEES' 

RETURN.) AT WAT CHAMAN CAMP IN JULY A CAMBODIAN 
REFUGEE, FORMER GOVERNOR OF PAILIN PROVINCE, WAS REMOVED 
FROM CAMP AND PLACED IN PROTECTIVE CUSTODY AT UTAPAO 
FOLLOWING CONFRONTATION BETWEEN CAMBODIANS AND THAI 
BUSINESSMEN WITH ARMED BODYGUARDS WHOM CAMP OFFICIALS 
ALLOWED INTO CAMP. DURING DISPUTE OVER OWNERSHIP OF 
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TRUCKS BROUGHT FROM CAMBODIA, THE FORMER CAMBODIA 
GOVERNOR'S LIFE WAS THREATENED BY THE THAI BUSINESSMEN. 

4. AT ARANYAPRATHET CAMP, CONDITIONS ARE EXTREMELY 
CROWDED WITH TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA COMMON. 

CROWDING HAS FORCED SOME REFUGEES TO LIVE DIRECTLY IN 
THE MUD UNDER THAI-CONSTRUCTED SHELTERS. FLOODING 

IS ALSO A PROBLEM. CAMP AUTHORITIES REPORTEDLY HAVE 
MISAPPROPRIATED VOLAG SUPPLIES INTENDED FOR REFUGEES. 

5. KLONG YAI (TRAD). MAIN COMPLAINT FROM REFUGEES HAS 
BEEN THAT THEY RECEIVE RICE ONLY FROM VOLUNTARY ORGANIZA- 
TIONS, NOT THAI GOVERNMENT, ALTHOUGH FUNDS HAVE 

BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION BY 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR TO BUY FOOD. PRESIDENT OF 
CAMBODIAN CAMP, FORMER GOVERNOR OF KOMPONG SOM, SAID 
IN LATE AUGUST THAT REFUGEES HAD TO RATION DONATED RICE 
AMONG THEMSELVES AT RATE OF ONE BOWL DRY RICE PER ADULT 
PER WEEK. WE HAVE RECEIVED CREDIBLE COMPLAINTS THAT 
EVEN SOME PRIVATELY-DONATED RICE HAS BEEN DIVERTED BY 
LOCAL THAI DISTRICT OFFICER IN CHARGE OF CAMP, AND 
NEVER DISTRIBUTED TO REFUGEES. HOUSING IS ACCEPTABLE 
THATCH LONGHOUSES BUILT BY THAI GOVERNMENT. HEALTH CONDITIONS 
APPROXIMATE THAI POPULATION. SEVERAL MURDERS REPORTED AMONG CAM- 
BODIANS AND ALSO AMONG VIETNAMESE WHEN THEY WERE LIVING IN CAMP 
IN SAME DISTRPCT BEFORE THEY WERE MOVED TO VAYAMA AT END OF 
AUGUST. INTERPRETATION VARIES ABOUT IDENTITY OF MURDERERS, 

A PROFESSIONAL-LEVEL FORMER USG EMPLOYEE SAID 
IDENTITY WAS UNKNOWN BUT OTHERS ATTRIBUTED KILLINGS TO 
REFUGEE THEMSELVES OR TO LOCAL THAI CIVILIANS, WITH ROBBERY 
LIKELY MOTIVE. 

6. SURIN. BEST CONDITIONS OF CAMBODIAN CAMPS. LOCAL 
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THAI ADMINISTRATION, TAKING LEAD FROM PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNOR, APPEARS GENUINELY INTERESTED IN REFUGEES' 

WELFARE. NO CORRUPTION REPORTED, AND GOVERNMENT RICE 
IS REGULARLY DISTRIBUTED. REFUGEES AT SURIN MILITARY 
CAMP ARE HOUSED IN PERMANENT WOOD BUILDING WITH 
ELECTRICITY; THOSE AT LARGER KAP CHOEUNG CAMP ARE 
IN THATCH HUTS OR LEAN-TOY, BUT NEW CAMP IS BEING 
CONSTRUCTED WITH UNHCR AND PRIVATE FUNDS. NEW CAMP, 

ALTHOUGH IT WILL GIVE INADEQUATE SPACE TO FAMILIES AND 
HAS POOR AIR CIRCULATION, WILL BE BUILT FROM PERMANENT 
MATERIALS AND MAY BE AN IMPROVEMENT. 

7. REFUGEES FOUND IN BANGKOK ARE SUBJECT TO ARREST 
AND INDETERMINATE IMPRISONMENT IN IMMIGRATION JAIL, 

WHICH IS STANDARD CONFINEMENT FACILITY NOT UNLIKE A U. S. 
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JAIL, WITH SMALL BARRED CELLS, SOMETIMES 
OVERCROWDED, WHERE PRISONERS SLEEP ON FLOORS. 

8. THIS REPORT BASED ON PERSONAL OBSERVATION DURING CASUAL BUT 
FREQUENT VISITS TO CAMPS BY EMBASSY OFFICERS TO SCREEN REFUGEES, 

ON REPORTS BY VOLAG REPS, AND REFUGEES' OWN STATEMENTS. BELIEVE 
OVERALL PICTURE GIVEN IS ACCURATE. 

WHITEHOUSE UNQTE INGERSOLL 
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